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Newsletter of Har Sinai Congregation, Owings Mills, MD

First formed in May, the Future Committee continues to e
plore all possible paths forward for our beloved Har Sinai Cg
gregation. All the members of the commiti@eken Bell, Debbi
,MthacZobsa, Sam lDlansicker, Mark Dopkin, Glenn Ulick, Lori Bg
Wenéy cChesney, Andrew Weinman, Barbara Schlaff, Mic

Shulkin, Rabbi Linda Joseph, and Valerie Tinalsr committed
membership over the next few months.

We are looking at two broad strategies. Both are based on ¢
veloping plans that will allow the congregation to operate or
zero-deficit annual budget. The first option is to stay in tt
building and take the necessary steps to reduce expenses
crease revenue by leasing additional space in the building

gregation, or move into a shared spacdélthough there has
been no decision to drop the first option, at this time it appeal

to be the less favorable plan.
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increase fundraising. The second option is to sell the buildi
and move to a smaller facility that meets the needs of the Con-
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to developing a viable plan, or multiple plans, to present to the
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Selling the BuildingWaintaining our 60,008quare foot building eats up almost ene
third of Har Sinaids operating budgef.

| ong term given the size of our Conpgr e
While our building was intended to house 800 families, Har Sinai Congregation tgday
has about 260 member households. The sale of the bulding is therefore a necegsary
step to ensuring our financial stability in the long term. To this end, the Future Com-
mittee has solicited proposals from three different commercial real estate firms. These
proposals are still being reviewed, with a final review scheduled for August 8.

Upon completion of the review, the Future Committee will make two recommenda-
tions to the Executive Committee (EC). The first will be the selection of a firm; the
second will be the listing price of the building. Once the EC approves these recem-
mendations, we are required to offer the building to the school currently leasing the
lower floor. By contract they have 30 days to respond. If they do not purchase the
building, it will then be listed for sale on the open market.

Putting the building/p for saleis not equivalent toselling the buildingThe Future
Committee and the EC believe the building must be put up for sale so we can ggt a
fair determination of its valuelNo signs will be posted on the property. Those wishinTj
to look at the building will do so in a manner which does not interrupt the work an
religious activities conducted on a daily basis. These steps should be taken in the|near
future, as the process to sell the building could easily take a year ordnore

Should we sell the building, that decision does not spell the end of our Congregation
Our 176-yearold congregation has calldide different spaces home in its long history
Selling the buidling reflects our need to occupy a space which makes sense givgn the
size of our Congregation today, in 2018.

Future SpaceMembers of the Board of Trustees have been conducting synauip
meetings to discuss congregantsd vVvis]on
are asking WHY we exist as a congregation, and what makes us different from the fest.
The Future Committee needs your support in conducting this research. We requjre
your input as we look for the right space for our future. At its next meeting, the F{-
ture Committee will develop a set of specifications of what we want and need i a
new space. That blueprint, of sorts, will allow us to work with our chosen real estgte
firm to help us find the right property for rental or purchase.

Continued‘
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The Future Committee believes that our next property must meet the needs of all jas-
pects of Congregational life, except High Holy Day services. We will likely rent sgace
those two or three days a year when our numbers are too great to fit comfortably |n-
side our new worship space. Renting worship space during Rosh Hashanah andgl Yom
Kippur is a practical choice many synagogues exercise today.

Shared SpaceThe financial challenges we face today are not unique to our congrega-
tion. Many congregations encounter similar challenges. These challenges have rg¢sulted
in merged congregations, dissolved congregations and shared space arranggments.
Sharing space allows institutions to reduce their operating costs, share administfative
staff, and combine office services apd p
has identified many success stories of shared space between Conservative and Reform
Congregations. Along these lines, the Future Committee has met with one of |the
Conservative congregations in Baltimore County to open the channels of commuifica-
tion. Yes, there will be challenges, but the opportunity is worth exploring. There may
also be options available for sharing space with-rabigious organizations, which we
will explore over the next month. Though the Future Committee discussed the pfo-
spect of sharing space with ndewish religious organizations, at this time this optipn
Is not being explored further.

Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) and Other Reform Congregatidvish the support
of Rabbi Joseph, we have reached out}|] to
from working with other Reform congnrnegat
Committee will also consult other Reform Congregations that have gone through gim-
ilar chadlenges to learn from their experiences.

Communication and SupportThe Future Committee promises to communicate with
congregants on every aspect of the work we are doing. We will continue to provjde
monthly updates invhe Connectionalong with email communications throughout th
process. We will also hold Congregatiavide meetings soon. In return, we ask fof
your support. When invited to attend|] a o0
suggestions or comments you would like to share, we want to know. Please feellfree

to contact either of the Future Committee cehairs, Ken Bell
(krbellbmhc@gmail.cojror Debbi Jacobs (debbijacobs@gmail.com).
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A MESSAGE FROM RABBI LINDA JOSEPH

As August approaches, so does Elul, the month before the High Holy Days.
is a time of introspection: We reflect on the roadmap of our lives and what
changes we might imagine in the next year. It is a time of contemplative andly-
sis of what was, and a time for envisaging infinite possibilities for the future ]It

occurs to me that this year, the personal is mirrored by the communal.

t

Throughout the 178 Anniversary year, and now into the 176our Congregation has been con-
sidering its past. We have much to be proud of. We are also reflecting on what we could have
done better, and taking stock of the reality of the present. In doing so, we are compelled to imag-

ine how we might prosper and succeed in the years ahead of us.

Our President Anne Berman took this sacred task seriously. She formed two comméttees a
year ago, a Steering Committee to explore a Har Sinai Congregation merger with Temple Oheb
Shalond and three months ago, a Future Committee to look at models of success that would ep-
sure a future for Har Sinai Congregation in a new form. Both Committees were peopled with tgl-

ented, caring and visionary congregants who care deeply about our congregation and its succgss.

During the month of July, the Board of Trustees of Har Sinai Congregation made a tpoiirig
decision, to cease exploration of a merger with Temple Oheb Shalom, and to concentrate dur
efforts in finding a viable roadap for Har Sinai Congregation in the future. In tidiennection
our 2" Vice President, Ken Bell, will communicate with you the deliberations of his-thaeh-
old Future Committee in his second report to the Congregation.

As a member of the Future Committee, | am excited about the progress of their work, the of
tions they have been exploring and the opportunity to create something new that honors ogrr
past, solidifies our future and envisions infinite possibility. Please take part by reading the morjthly
reports of this Committee as well as their email communications, participating in the WHY medt-

ings and expressing your dreams as well as your concerns.

Also, make sure you join us this year for High Holy Days. Rosh Hashanah begins September § and
it is time to think about tickets. My theme this yearA®hillah Kedoshe@ He br ew f or : |0 HoO
munityé) and my sermons and our programs wji ||

what is going on with Har Sinai Congregation.

Speaking of Holy Community, Cantor Gerber, our new Educator Nina Pachino and | are tak|ng
the opportunity this summer to visit the holy communities of some summer camps attended py
the children of Har Sinai Congregation. This last week, Nina Pachino and | drove to Camp Airy
and Louise, where we had an opportunity to meet with some of our children (some were in actiy-
ities that prevented us from seeing them, or out of camp). | adso visted the new URJ6 Points
Creative Arts Academy, whose Camp Director is our own congregarEllen Unger. Next
week, the three of us are off to visit Capital Camps.

It
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It is so wonderful to see our children in immersive Jewish experiences, engaged with other

youth and living, connecting to their Judaism, making friendships and learning skills that will shi

roadmaps of their lives. Jewish camp is one of the best Jewish incubators. In my hopes and d
would like to find ways we can partner with our parents to give this opportunity to every Je
child in our Congregati on. |l nterested in a
see if we can make it happen.

Finally, as we speak of Sacred Community, | would be remiss if | did not remind you that thig

pe the

eams, |

ish
Jewi

sum-

mer, we are offering traditional and experimental services on Friday nights at 6:15 p.m. Join up for a

meaningful prayer and meditation service, or a camp style service in the woods, right here at H
nai Congregation. More information is in this issue page 13. Torah study is at 9 am. on S
mornings at Panera in Foundry Row in Owings Mills. Our summer focEg4s Avot the Sayings o
our Fathers. Come join us for fascinating study and sharing.

Have you updated your

Book of Memory subscription
The Book of Memory is published every year during the High Holy Days

a tasteful way to remember our loved ones. If you have submitted a lit

names in the past, your subscription will automatically renew.
Updates and new listings are dAagust 24.Contact Valerie for more
information at vthaler@harsinand.org.

g al 3
, Congregation
BOOK OF-MEMORY
YOM KIPPUR MEMORIAL SERVICE
September 30, 2017 10 Tishrei 5778

ar Si-
urday

as
Df
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A Message from Anne Berman,
President, Har Sinai Congregation

It is August and time is flying by. It is time to apologize to those you have or harmed this
year. Even if that person is unaware, the Jewish thing to do is to apologize and make amengs. If
your genuine apology is not accepted, it is no longer on you.

It is August and time is flying by. It is time to visit your beloved dead. Barry and | have to sfart
early because our family members are buried all over the metropolitan area. If we tried to dq it
al | bet ween Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur weod
nual pilgrimage peaceful and consoling. These are our loved ones whom we cannot forget. When

we visit, we talk and we like to believe that they hear our loving words. Sometimes we ciy.
Sometimes we actually laugh. Ask me why we always leave a packet of ketchup instead of a gtone
on Barryds brotherds grave. Yes, we | aughl

It is August and time is flying by. | should start cooking my holiday dinners. Buy the wine. The
soup and brisket get better with freezing and thawing. Buy the wine. Turkeyisiiash ut e iJf ©
of 6 can be -wmioutes Bug the wvane. Othersdishes all have symbolic meaning on my
table. Carrots sliced like coins are for a prosperous year. Kreplach, Turkey and Kishke (stuffed
things) for a year stuffed with goodness. Buy the wine. A green vegetable that | forget to servg is

a Berman holiday tradition. Buy the wine. Lots of sweet things for dessert for a sweet year. BDid

| mention buying the wine?

It is August and time is flying by. We never know when we will run out of second chances. Tgke

time while you have it to make peace in your family. Call that estranged friend. Visit your loed

ones at the cemeteries and bring them up to date on your life. Plan your holiday meals. Breaking
bread with family and/or friends is part of the joy of celebrating the Jewish new year. Whether
you cook, order from a caterer or are invited out, enjoy. Attend services. Let the words anfl
music uplift your neshuma. Enter the new year with a new spirit. May 5779 be a good year |for
the whole world, for Israel, for the USA, for Maryland, for Baltimore, for Har Sinai Congregatign
and for each and every one of us.

Lodshanah tova,
Anne Levin Berman

President, Har Sinai Congregation
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A Message from Nina Pachino,
Director of Posner JEM and Family Programs

My first month as the Director of Posner JEM and Family Programming has been very excitipg
and educational. | have begun to meet some of the amazing and dedicated Har Sinai congre-

gant s, attended a couple of Rabbi Josephds 1in
speak with the Posner JEM teachers about this upcoming school year. | am so impressed with
this communityds passion for Judaism, commlt me:

to getting to know each and every one of you this year!

| have also been preparing for the new school year by reviewing previous curricula, communicp-

tions and expectations. This year Posner JEM students will be focusing on the topics of Tort,

Hebrew, prayer, holidays, values and Israel. These curricular concepts are vital in cultivatipg
strong, positive lifelong Jewish identities. The youth of Har Sinai will learn about their heritag

through experiential programs, technology and dynamic classroom discussions. | want to offer
programming that is engaging and relevant while still creating a joyous school environment.

| hope every Sunday the students of Posner JEM will walk into the temple with a smile on thejr

face ready to laugh and learn, as they continue to build their foundational Jewish values and pe-
liefs at Har Sinai Congregation

l MEET NINA at our first Posner JEM EVENT!

Apple Picking at Baugher’s Orchards
Saturday, September 8
10:00 a.m. 1o 12:00 p.m.

1015 Baugher Road (GPS Address)
1236 Baugher Road (Mailing Address)
Westminster, Maryland 21158

RSVP: npachino@harsinai-md.org
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A core group of our women met recently to plan our programming for this coming y&#e are
very excited to announce ouentativecalendar of events and hope that many of you will mark
your calendars to attendEach event will be publicized in greater detail as the dates get clos-

er. Her eds what you need to know to get up td

at the Artful Gourmet Bistro, Owings Mills
September 10, Rosh Hashanah Dessert Reception

September 30, Brotherhood/WoHSC Cosponsored Breakfast with Speaker
Diane Whitles, LCSWC, North Oaksd The Social, Emotional and Psychological Transitior

to Senior Life
October 16, Lunch and Games Day

October 29, Women of Reform Judaism Annual Joint Temple Luncheon
December 2, Brotherhood/WoHSC Cosponsored Breakfast with Speaker

December 3, Chanukah Party
2019 Events

February 10, Brotherhood/WoHSC Cosponsored Breakfast with Speaker
Learning about the Fine Art of Pairing Wines with Foods with a Visiting Sommelier
April 9, Bus Trip to Ellis Island and Lady Liberty
April 28, Brotherhood/WoHSC Cosponsored Breakfast with Speaker
Jerry Glickson, authorThe Hill at Petrolowicze: Memoirs of a Child Hidden
During the Holocaust
May 3, WoHSC Erev Shabbat Service
May 15, Mot herds Day Cel ebratory High Tea

Have a joyous August,
Sherri Bell, President
Women of Har Sinai Congregation

Wha® Up with the Women of Har Sipai

August 20, Special Birthday Luncheon honoring Ethel Barrish, Marjorie Davis and Joanne Goldgmith

November 14, Girlsd Night Out, Pappas in Cpcke

Elaine Weiss, authof he Womandés Hour: The Great Fi §ht
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From the HSC Brotherhood:
Only a month before ol T¢
Are YOU going to be part

Look for the details in the

September Connection

o_(n

From the Social ACTion Committee

Your Soci al ACTion Committee isndt taking
August 12, we are hosting our Adogt-Highway cleatup starting at 9:00 a.m. at the northwest co

—_—
o =
el

a br

ner of Stevenson Road and Brooks Robinson Drive. It only takes us 40 minutes to have Brooks

Robinson Drive standing tall, because we have been consistent in showing up and cleaning uf

for the

past ten years. Webve got gloves, vests, f[hat s

Our Stuff the Backpacks Drive takes place through early September to collect school supplies for the

Community Crisis Center in Owings Mills. Check the ad in this issue on page 15 for more info!

The High Holy Day Food Drive is kicking off in a few short weeks. We will have a truck parke
front of Har Sinai, and we want to stuff it with a ton of nqerishable food for the Hannah Mor

din

Food Pantry. So start gathering together your boxes, cans, packages and containers now, andTwe will

be distributing paper bags for your convenience at High Holy Day services.

Sunday, October 7 will be a big day for the Social ACTion Committee. Starting at 9:00 in the 1
ing, we will be joining our own Cheryl Cannon and the whole Purplestride gang for their 5K

norn-
Run/

Walk, starting at 800 South Rolling Road in Catonsville. Register online and join Team Har Sinai to

raise money to fight pancreatic cancer! For more information, call Cheryl a88B®8231 or email

her at ccannon2010@verizon.netThat afternoon from 1:00 to 4:00, we will be working alongsifle

the One Water Partnership in planting 31 native species trees on Har Sinai property. The Pa
ship will bring all of the picks, shovels and other accoutrements of tree planting, and everyor
participate. We o6 | | be planting black and

ther-
€ can
sSwe e

River Birch, Burr Oak and Southern Red Oak trees. More information to come on both of these

October events in the SeptembeaTonnection.

All of these programs are great ways for students to work on a mitzvah project or earn service
learning hours. Help us connect Har Sinai congregants with our community by showing up ang
ing a hand at one of these events. Questions? Email Noel Lenggamapster@verizon.net call

410486-1541.

lend-
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The SPICE trip to
Philadelphia just gat
even better!

Thursday,
November 8

Depart Har Sinai

) .. . . Congregation at 8:00 a.m|
This SPICE trip includes a s@lfided tour of the main ex-

hibit of NMAJH, the preeminent national museum about t Return by 5:3@ 6:00 p.m.
American Jewish experience. #so includes a 9@ninute

guided tour of the exhibit, The Art of Rube Goldberg. It i Cost: $70
othe first comprehensive r Lunch on your own. elx hi
Gol dbergébés work since the s 197

of the artist [and] explores his varied care®ifrom his ear- | Fee Includes bus, driver grfp-
liest published works and iconic Rube Goldberg machi} tuity, admission and light
invention drawings, to his Pulitzer Primgnning political | snack on the way home.
cartoonso
Registration:
http://harsinaimd.org/spice
summerfall2018course/

org

Email:
SPICE@harsinand.org

Phone:
410 6549393
Ext. 1020

Rube Goldberg,Rube Goldberg Inventions United States Postal Service Stamp Top Image above: NMAJH.org,

(included on sheet of "Comic Classics" stamps), date unknown. Sheet of USPS starfips. 0Core ExhibifJti oné
Artwork Copyright © Rube Goldberg Inc. All Rights Reserved. RUBE GOLDBERG ® [
a registered trademark of Rube Goldberg Inc. All materials used with permissiog.
www.rubegoldberg.com
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About our August Bonai |[Mitz

Austin Snyder, August 25

My name is Austin Snyder. | have 3 brothers, two parents, two homes
with each parent) and A LOT of cousins. My interests are: playing sc
hanging out with friends, playing video games, and playing outside. My
are to be an actor or a developer of video games. For my Bar Mitzvah | h
with food for the needy. What is exciting about my Bar Mitzvah for me is «

of friends and family are coming to my Bar Mitzvah, so everyone will be the

My Bar Mitzvah project was to make casseroles to give to the needy and less fortunate. The pfo-

ject was a | ot more fun than I thought it Jjwoul o
t hought it would be. I |l earned a bit from|the
hard.

| am excited because my ol der brothers havpg had
mine.

Daniel Catlett, August 25 (Havdalah)

My name is Daniel Catlett and | am 13 years old. A little bit about me is 1
have 3 family members, a mom and a dad, and a great sister. | have

some dogs, chickens and a hermit crab.

| love to play lacrosse and go rock climbing. Overall | just love being acti

My dream is to grow up and be a famous robotic engineer, creating futL.. =8 .
robots that are helpful to the world by helping those with disabilities and functional needs.

In a nutshell, | donated lacrosse gear to underprivileged kids who do not have the money to jouy
lacrosse gear. | also helped during practices with younger players by showing them skills and tJps to
help them out to become future players. This bettered the world by helping families whose Hids
want to play but cannot afford the money to purchase the safety gear and sticks. This will ajlow
those kids to do something productive with their free time instead of getting mixed up in gangq or

bad behavior. It will give them an outlet from any possible issues at home.

Wh at I |l earned and | want you to know, i sp that
benefit those in need instead of giving money.

What is exciting about my upcoming Bar Mitzvah is the celebration after the service, the fact that |
will be considered an adult, and that | can be part of a minyan.
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Nina Pachino and Rabbi Joseph visit HSC kids Rebecca Savage and Annika Finzel at Camp Lolise i

Rabbi Joseph visits Sabrina Thaler at the URJ 6 Points Creative Arts Academy on Augusjl.



